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Teen Sexual Activity

The percentage of all high school students (9th-12h grade) who report ever having had sexual intercourse has declined over the last decade.  At the same time, rates of contraceptive use among teens who are sexually active, have increased.  Both of these factors help to account for the decrease in teen pregnancy rates in recent years.  But despite these trends:

· About 895,600 teen girls became pregnant in the U.S in 1997.

· Approximately four million teens will get a sexually transmitted disease each year. 

General Sexual Activity

· Fewer than half of all 9-12th grade students have had sexual intercourse.  (CDC, Youth Behavior Risk Survey) 

· The median age of first sexual intercourse is 16.5 years. 

· In 1999, 27% of 9-12th grade students who had had sexual intercourse said they were currently abstinent.

· About two out of three sexually active females aged 15-19 use contraception, but not every time they have sex. 

· Data about teen’s sexual experiences other than intercourse is more limited. However, in 1995, 53% of teen males, aged 15-19 said they had been masturbated by a female, 49% had received oral sex, 39% had given oral sex, and 11% had engaged in anal sex.  

Source:  The Henry Kaiser Family Foundation, January 2003
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